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Messengers  gather  for  2018  annual  meeting 

By  wmtamHPv.kimJr.  _|_|_-|||||||||_|n_|m_m||||H||||||M||M|||n|||||n|| 


NASHVllf  m  -  1h*  ortM 
pro  Wtgwup  wind  fcrlfc 
(MnrflMM*  Ag)  hH  kaaonw 
■  nMviniliMiiMafdMSDUdt- 
•m  BMM  EMoi  •  fMoioM 
UtaMy  ConwniMion  (EHtC)  in 
NMhdte.  Stond  «v  Ub  tagMi 
iiiaui  Mm  ynn  ■(»  mWi  a 
dnoti  poat  on  aocM  mada 
byJaMBarfWdofOdaa. 
a  Baylor  Urinawllii  pa*'~  ‘‘^^i 

aM.  Iha  gnupk  wNdi  Mats 
to  pramoia  human  tignliy 
«aou|pi  MirylainB.  hMdnca 
groMn  ID  mom  *wn  4IXXX) 
feaattoofc  tofcwMi  and  naady 
30000  Inaiagmm  ioloMan. 


(Photo  by  WWam  H.  Partdna  >.) 

$10^884  tot  Ifiaaiad^ 
Bapdat  OOBMntioa  Booid 
iitriei,  a  decrMM  oT  ajS  from 
dteaoiSCPbadBeL 

Om  reaofabon  WM  aMKoved 


Christian  set  free  by  Pakistani  court 

im  ntlHIBCr  WaHMaN  IV  'It’a  a  OQumleke  yktaty.  Sbe'i  TVm  gotycnaiMnt  leaden  lAo 
aMllaaaln(tort»)-Aa8iBS)i,a  baaninjidfcraliBoatDiiieyaan  advDcamd  for  BaiTs  reieaae  nmn 

OkMmi  mote  _  nwiJdienwirwfflberohinMlto  nunkaad  <n  aou.  and  apn 

of  fin,  iwa  !»-  «■■■  herfriiiily.-  50  peofte  oT »>»-: 

iMadfromPrid-  Kcnaimd  deaffa  drata  phenybaMbaaaMBedtomieBf 

alMi'a  danh  aow  K  agaiiMl  the  court,  other  leaden,  ymn^r  anpy  note  and  othen 

OCL  31  after  ttMt  Hh  and  BU  ahould  be  taken  aeri-  m  Pj^IrtaiL  ,  .  .  „ 

teaojpopend^  BM  amdto^in^Mrioothat 

i  iwD  united  SMea  Oienmiaatoei  on 

^  l_  Intemadonal  KaMiloua  Freedom 

IM?  Them  lawa  aeak  to  protect 
entfre  leHiiona  ndter  than  the 
indhiifanl,  aa  ahould  be  the 
MatneMoo  am  under  totemational  hmnan 
.  righti  alaodarda.  ft  la  deeply 

triiMng  dial  BW’a  can  even 
V- -  T— -r— reached  dda  levd  where  dm  al- 

moat  became  the  Bntpenon  in 


She  had  been  ao-  Her  aa 

cnaedbyaahi^MnalimwomM  been  dad 
ofdefninKdiefaanderoflaiam  oounliiM  i 
and  terc^h»'ala4y  bonk.  ban,  CNN 1 
ReBaioaB  IBietty  advocatea  promette 
arounatheworideapreaaedjnbf- 
iabon  akaiB  *ddi  pleR' that  nJd- 
atan’a  ndUtiiy  protect  Bfri 
Jagr  Sekulow,  chief  oouneel  of 
the  American  Center  for  Law  and 
JiMdee  (ACLJ)  in  WaahhMon, 

DXX.  that  naiafrd  widt  iU’a 
caae,  aaid  i&a  Pkoehoak  rtdeov 


Two  Precious  Promises 


ow  do  we  know  what  God 
wants  m  to  do  in  any  ghren 
sitnatkm?  Does  He  am  us 


when  we  think  anont  the  ri^  ded- 
sion?  Do  we  learn  to  see  Om’s  hand  in 
strange  coincidences  or  look  for  signs  S 
in  our  Cheerfos? 

Psahn  25  is  a  new  fow^ite  of  mine, 
because  it  is  about  bow  God  guides 
ns  and  is  a  greet  template  for  how  to  mHa 
pray  for  giudanM  today.  There  are  two 
paiticidar  promises  in  Psalm  25  diat 
are  predous  to  remember  when  vre  seek  mistd 
Goas  guidance  for  our  lives:  for  tiu 

The  ^  af  oAow  does  nM  dis*  infoui< 

qualify  you  from  God’s  wilL  All  im 

ttuougnout  this  psalm,  David  talks  was  ta 

about  enemies  who  are  trying  to  ruin  makes 
his  life.  He  dedares,  'My  G^  I  trust  in  for  Go 
vou.  Do  not  let  me  be  disgraced;  do  not  his  lift 
let  my  enemies  ^k>at  over  me.  No  one  ises  w< 
who  waits  for  you  win  be  disgraced.-  You 

(Psalm  25:2-3  CSB).*  tinuail 

Many  peopite  look  back  on  their  lives  you  br 

and  see  bow  somdmdy  messed  them  up  sins  ai 
—  a  parent,  siblinK,  bwiness  partner,  or  into  y< 
ez-spouse.  David  nul  those  pMple,  too,  son^ 
and  ne  said,  *I  trust  that  your  mtHnises  don't! 
ate  greater  and  mote  powerful  than  any  planh 
of  tndr  evil  intentiona  againat  me.'  Loo 

It’s  hard  here  not  to  mink  of  Joseph,  brodu 

vdioae  brothers'  sin  brou^  him  a  but  wl 

levdofsuSningfewofuscanimag-  metth 

ine.  Ultimate^  God  used  those  things  thelia 
in  Josejdt’s  life  as  a  way  of  folfining  w  Wa 

destiny.  At  the  end  of  his  life,  Joseph  rrfthe 

was  ame  to  say  to  his  brothers  mat  aU  that  Ji 

the  things  tfan  did  to  him  were  meant  himtl 
for  eviL  ^Mit  (W  meant  it  for  good  stiU  ca 
(Genesis  50:20).'  The 

ItisdMhalirfinGod’saoodneaS^mnt  feMflt 

enabled  Joa^  to  forgive  his  brothers,  canno 

When  he  reauaed  Godhad  a  neater  (CSB)  _ 

plan,  be  was  Mile  to  let  go  of  ttte  bitter-  fol,  consislent  love  because  that  love 

ness  that  comes  from  thinking  someone  isn't  based  on  your  goodness.  It’s  bssed 
else  had  mined  his  life.  on  Hb.  He  domt  pee  up  on  you,  even 

If  the  sovereignty  of  God  is  real,  that  when  vou  give  up  on  Him. 
means  no  one  can  ever  ruin  your  life.  Hybu’re  not  dead,  God’s  not  done. 

They  can  wound  you,  abuse  you,  and  be¬ 
tray  vou— but  they  can  never  ruin  you.  Orotar,  pattar  of  12-camjms  The 

God  s  goodneas  toward  you  remains.  Stmmdt  Church  kimiquartered  in  Dur- 
Your  own  miatakca  do  not  horn,  AT.C- is  prsfedcntrif  the  Southern 

disqualify  you  fkom  God’s  wiH.  At  Baptist  Commttkm.  His  commentary 
least  two  times  in  this  psalm.  Da-  tumears  here  eourtesu  of  Baptist  Press. 

vid  asks  God  for  forgiveness  for  past  ^iedfor  stpU. 


Guest  opinion 

with  J.O.  Greear 


All  for  the  One 


X\j3nirch  in  Lutz,  PL,  outsfde 
Tunpa.  pteadied  a  few  years 
ago  at  me  annual  meeting  of  the 
kussMppi  Baptist  Comeinion 
at  First  Cnurcb,  Jadoon,  and  he 
commented  on  how  wdl  Missis  cf 


and  AB  for  One.' 

It’s  a  wfai-vrin  far  Missiasi] 
That’s  something  a 


the  annaaTmeeting  cannot  be^ 
to  aaderatand.  Messengers  to  the 
annual  meeting  are  of  course  there 
to  hancBe  the  business  matters  of 
their  stafe  cooventioa  but  it’s  obvi¬ 
ous  that  thev  want  to  address  moae 
matters  as  tiKiiou^ily  as  necessary 
and  as  Bwitty  as  poemUe  so  they 
can  return  to  the  aimusl  meeting’s 
but  it’s  especially  true  during  our  praiae  and  worship  of  our  Heavmly 

state  conuention’s  annual  meediw  Father  and  His  Son,  our  Lord  and 
and  was  quite  obvious  at  the  2018  Savior  Jesus  Christ 
annud  meeting  just  completed.  Praiseandwotsliiparewhat  .  ' 

We  do  get  along,  and  the  unpor^  Mississippi  Baptists  do,  and  at- 
tant  R3wdam  work  remaining  to  tending  the  annual  meeting  is  Me 
be  dona  IS  better  off  because  m  it  aittingmtiiebestaeatatand- 
In  some  states,  the  relation-  atargMne.ThsaanetnBiyofFlrat 
ships  between  Baptists  are  so  con-  Cburch,  Jackson,  rings  with  joy 
tenbows  that  lha  state  oonventioas  asmaseengsfsandgneetsetpress 
have  niUt  into  two  distinct  and  their  love  and  commitinent  to  the 

aomedmes  competitive  groups.  Onewholovesnsandisoommit- 

In  one  state,  Baptiats  aggieaaivniy  tadtous. 
sued  BaMfets  in  secular  court  far  TheBBileTreasoresdevation- 
poaeeaaun  and  control  of  eonvan-  ale  are  phmomenal,  lad  Iw  some 
tion  property  and  assets.  In  at  ofthsbti|hfeatli|rointne 

least  thiw  states  where  Baptists  SoutfaeinB>ptistumventh».  The 

have  apUt,  there  are  two  Bqilfat 
newspapers.  The  list  of  antagonis- 
tie  activities  in  those  alatss  could 
go  on  and  on. 

Not  so  in  Misasaippi.  Baptists 
here  know  how  to  ke»  our  aas 
on  the  pdae.  We  have  leamed 


ottiv.  It’s  not  Bad  way  in  some  of 
the  otiier  state  conventions  mat 
comprise  the  Soutiiem  Baptist 
Convention,  he  further  noted. 

It  wouldn’t  take  long  far  an 
observant  person  to  reach  that 
condusion  about  the  year-round 


muai^  beyond  inm^dfanaL  The 
atmomhets  is  umBistakahfe  filled 
wimthe  HolySpiriL'niere^natii- 
tiwclse  Hk^  In  Miselssippi. 

So,  why  wacsn\  vou  thm?  In 
addhion  to  the  soul  satisfiring 
praise,  worship,  and  preachina, 
you  cciuld  have  been  Involved  m 


BSptistRecord 
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timate  goal  of  bming  to  bring  —  and  beyond.  Most  Mimarippi 

kBssisromi  and  the  world  to  Jesas  Baptiats  would  be  aatounded  to 
(Matt  28:18-20).  know  the  depm  and  scope  of  an 

An  Important  segment  of  the  the  mtofetiies  they  simpact  each 

2018  annual  meeting  Mt^eee  year,  from  Baekym  Bdiie  Chfaa 

good  emmple.  AH  five  oonvfedfan  in  local  nei^ibonioodB  to  dfatant 
ofiois  were  filled  by  Bodamation,  countiiei  on  the  other  side  of  the 
or  the  proper  n^iamentaiyp^  world  where  our  presence  has  to  ^ 

ncunoement:  V)neforAnanlaAll  bekeptasecreL  ■ 

far  One.’ It’s  certainty  nice  to  hear  The  animal  meeting  of  tlMi  m 

that  phrase  repeated  over  and  ^Tl  1 1  iiljuil  Tla|iili<  riaiieidiisi  it 

ttlift  pOutmi  OOt  pmCfD  SCIBDQ  QiH ynr,  Mid  ID 

atteiiding  the  annual  meetinm  serve  as  a  mameagsr  from  your 
Maaqngma  approved  wiifaoat  dmicL  Kajlnwi  ssnsl  woAebeet 
ttisernt  me  shte  of  nomiiwue  that  whenweareaDinvulvniL 
wflivolniitarilyaervecwraMBfiaid  You,  too,  wfll  come  to  love  the 
MiesleelpBi  Baptiet  insinutiugays  sound oC'All  for  One  and  Ooe 
truateei.  The  newiy-tnetalledlila-  forAn.’ 
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Pafty  tihierSo.  Baptist  stance  on  alcohol  sWftfiig? 


ChnitknBdifieToo  bow  Scrip-  The  SBC  adop^  hs  fint 
tuR  r^ttn  to  alcohol  coosump-  temperapce  resolution  in  i8S6, 
tion  that  slops  short  of  dnmken-  statuig  we,  ^  membets 
iMss,LeDow^  of  rito -ftaghein  %<j|t  .Con- 


NASHVIUE  W  and  locsf  r»-- 
ports) — Amid  a  yean-long  bot- 
tle  with  postinrtum  deprewion, 
anziefjr,  ana  inaonmia,  Jenny 
Morrim  got  sooM  advice  from 
her  tbera]^  that  proved  to  be 
life-ahering:  *W})^  dmiT  you  try 
driidkhig  a  small  ^ass  of  wine 
atnij^r 

Itorismi,  a  longtiiiie 
toaoNerofJeanB^BdaSoath- 
em  Bqitist,  tried  it  that  ni^it,  *it 
made  me  ehepy'  and  mne  her 


‘'The  qneabSb  for  inenantist  venSoD,  Massert  cw  tfaoeless 
0Nsigd|>is'ishowmudirioaliol  and  uncompromitung  hostility 
idtoomsKlLSaaiesi^friatiUiy^  to  the'  nuwuifatture,  s(Ik  im- 
oalidl  is)oo  Buicfa!>ana«rifeKnoe  portationaiidtian8portatioa,of 
MssogBs  Eke  yibveiba  so:i  «nd  akohoBc  beverages  in  any  and 
hovobs  23:29-3A  “Soine  my  aE  their  fonm.  We  regard  the 
that  you  must  stopbetorednink-  policy  of  issuing  govemment  li- 
emess.  The  probtem  is  quantify-  censes  for  die  ptnpow  of  carry- 

ing  OD  tfic  bquor  tnonc  fis -3  8in 
agsksst  God  and  a  dishonor  to 

Ite'aiiNlipinis*  loptirt..  indud- 

WtditoBeeineptiooB,Soiid»- 

sen  Itisti  hove  from  frwder  B.H.  CsnoU.  led  the 


and  nctioBU  caBMigini  during 

hr 

IS  of  die  >920  when  BODoowide  prdiibi- 

K  in  die  tfoo  went  into  efiect. 

^  with  ProMbltioa  was  repealed  in 

a(S.C)  hsts  stance  oaocemmg  the  ethics 
L  ofdrinkiiig. 

wrote  that  since  at  least 
the  mid-l8oos  Baptists  have  held 
“that  a  ministerMio  drank  aloo- 
bohe  beverages  was  dlsquaiified 


like  MorIhil  Amid  notional  (fis- 
cusoiaii  this  laB  of  Supreme 
Court  Jiistioe  Brett  Kavansugh’s 
underage  drfaiking  and  a  mount- 
ing  number  of  news  reports  on 
alcohoTs  negative  meta,  the 
leasona  for  Aptist  oppositiua  to 
drinking  how  come  to  the  fore. 

Yet  some  cultural  observers 

say  the  BoptMt  oosaeimn  on  al-  Photo  by  Natron  Photo/Shuttafstock.com 

cctiol  may  be  shifting.  Southern  Baptist,  Protestant  pea-  ■  Danny  Akin,  presidem  of 

tats  and  4^  oil  Don-Southem  Soudieastem  Semituuy  in  Wake 
HMilig  bottom  Bantist,  Protestant  kufy.  Forest,  N.C 

ww  _s  •  ^  ’.a.  a  In  2006.  menenaers  to  the  B  Jeff  Ion.  oresident  of  Gate* 

2?’lf?l2?52SS2iS?2ffi  odwtod  •  «*!***»  ex-  1  Former  SBC  pteaident 

premmg'W  total  opboiatipn  to  Steve  Gaiw  senior  pastor  of 
ooe  day  to  findhtf  Dtaara  out  manuibeturinfc  i&wrthinfc  Be&evue  diuicli  in  swcotMui 

<BsdSSSS^3^i)n2IS*«  Manphis. -FoemerSBCp^- 
torahsdtqMMonitonriismyU  akxibolic  beverages.*  dent  Johnny  Hunt,  now 

die  soon  After  a  l^^door  dehole,  SK  North  American  MWon 


ChriitiftHfraMlom? 

Despite  alcaliors  dangers, 
Lenow  suspects  the  Soumem 
B^itist  consensus  on  alcohol 
may  be  sidfting.  As  evidence,  he 
dtes  the  lifting  of  alcchol  bans  at 
two  Christian  schools  friendly  to 
die  SBC:  Mooify  Bfole  Institute 
in  2013  and  DaDaa  Theological 
Seminaiy  in  2014. 

He  abo  recalls  a  converaa 
tioa  with  tbs  fansar  caster 
of  a  notable  Smitbem  BaptM 
cbuicfa  who  spoheopqify  01  iiM 
own  akobol  uae. 

Foikiwing  the  2016  SBC  ftto* 
imal  meeting  in  St  Lonh^aeotet. 
ventioo  goer  wrote  a  blog  tost’ 
tided,  >Ay  Bapibla  DriA  IM 
Ml^  Not  Want  You  to  Know 
tt.  ffi  the  post  ahe  recounted 
her  anewdMire  at  a  tunebtime 


L.  ,  a  dseada  Inler  aeemad  to  under-  tta^ink  Churefa  baaed  in 
Howww,  her  Imnipl^^lN  sceseSouthcnaBaiitisaB'averalop  bkihftmihR 
M  reached  a  hrash^  '^mft.  tealechol  Amoag  the  tweets.  Hunt 

He  retnr^  to  fremy  Mrite  ^A^hen  the  American  Jomol  W^lighSil  a  stn^  pubhriied 

of  Public  Hcahh  pitoBshed  in  Aug.  23  in  the  ineSeal  iooniri 
.•*?*»  In  Criiy  uh  dirt  2015  a  oounfy-by-county  break-  The  Lancet  dabning  alcoliol  has 
001^  help  ha  through  both  y  down  of  sIcomI  use  in  America,  no  herith  benedta  —  ooikiaiy  to 
adifirtinB  and  her  itoig^  wMi  g  caught  the  eye  of  Bm^histo-  the  dakns  of  previous  stumes. 
mertal  afaess.  After  3>,  riasi  Abert  WaidtaHe  noticed  In  Orptetohrr,  Se  World  HeaMi 
there  in  Mi3  —  aeaaaMnMw  Bir  the  jouinaft  color-mM  OrgsiiiaNiraffCaobal  Status  Re- 
asenseofG^sBMMaMMltee  Mf)  of  almbol  mm  by  coitote  ptetoaiAloahoiaiidHealthesti- 
praycn  of  her  maadi teoni-  eosnsponded  almost  precMfy  OMtad  ona  of  aveiy  20  deaths  in 
son  came  home  aooer.  to  a  color-coded  map  of  the  hag-  the  wwM  latefts  from  *harmfril 

Aside  from  one  lelme  a  art  rdgkiua  001m  m  ewA  llA  dieofalcohoL* 
tnooth  later,  she  basoT  had  a  cou^  pubiMied  in  his  2007 

drinkaince.*WhenIUtttieIiaid-  book.  The  TWelvaiBaplirt  Tribes  ■■ _ u  _ _ >,«> 

eat  thfog  Pve  ever  gone  through  indieU.SA.  nowmoCB  IBIINI  HNICIir 

to  my  m,  I  Ml  prey  to*  akobol.  In  nuriority-Baptist  oounlies,  Bvan  Lenow.  an  edaca  pro- 

said  MorriKn,  cuimriy  a  mem-  the  drtoung  rate  waa  ahnort  al-  feaaor  at  Soutfawertem  Semi- 
ber  of  Flirt  Chunh  to  Header-  ways  lower  than  to  surrounding  nary  to  ft  Wortfo  said,  Baptists’ 
sonviDe,  Th.  non-ByiBt  legiota  —  from  an  historic  view  of  akohol  is  based 

isobteO  county  on  the  Nevada-  on  Scrtolure,eq>eciaily  passages 
Tn«-i  nnnn.ttSnn  C>Bfomia  stote  Unc  to  a  sfrlp  of  toProveibaandtehenana. 

TOW  OppOMOOft  counties  to  eastern  New  Merico  ‘Ephestons  yw  is  the  dear- 

Morrisoo's  now-total  absti-  to  a  cluster  of  counties  to  north-  ertsMlewtcoatrovetsiaiofdie 
nence  from  alcohol  is  represents-  central  Fkxrida.  passages,’ Lenow  said  to  written 

live  of  Southern  Baptist  Oomiin-  comments.  *In  that  verge,  Paul 

tion  (SBC)  historic  practice.  Socirtl  Mdta  aoiCrt*  dearfy  prolrihto  drortonras. 

Accoedfart  to  a  BOO?  UfeWay  There  hint  a  teal  debate  on  this 

Research  survey,  St  Buss  per-  Eatiicr  this  yeari  a  duriy  prohfoition  to  Chtirtian  drdes. 
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was  h^en  to  wfait  was  going  on  in  the 
oooventioa  One  of  the  grett  chain  that 
ww  linguig  at  d>e  cDovendoa  WM  in  fun 
vtaoe  and  beautiful  inqHiatioo  at  I  just 
tiw  phone  and  let  whoever  it  WM 
uaten  to  me  choir  tinging 
Bwntiiaqif,  the  pmohung  up.  I  put 
my  phone  bade  in  my  pocket,  01^  to  find 
M  Wer  there  waa  a  voice  mafl.  It  waa  a 
niend  of  mile  who  Hid,  n  was  calliiK  to 
ftankyoufcr  the  check  that  wHiecd^ 
frm  tfaelffiiijatinf  Bnitat  OotnenUon 
iiwfiSaUhctaiandil 

•oondi  l&e  )ai  ace  ptoinh^  k  aeatioo  H  a 

fonventtoiiihtiiotrf^V^ 

Iwa^  kde  to  iHpond  wA  I  wat  ifitioB 
there  fai  the  amioa  An  of  tine  aHkka? 

aei^*^eoiwtoaeihuaidwiihtiiMihfwH 

qnawhtion  tir  vQu  and  ow  Itehakd 
BtotiM  Oonrention  fcr  tendag  heln. 


tiiatAeeedonars  were  not  Coc^ecative 
Ptoenm  doOan.  The  dottaia  we  tent 
hadoeen  accumulated  from  inveahnent 
and  put  ta  in  a  poaition  to  nnr  that  we 
want  to  give  and  we  want  to  help,  and  a 
million  dollaia  WH  a^  Tte  re^rienta 
overwhelmed.  The  opentiiH  fiind 


inathmiooa. 


Conunittee  to  take  out  of  the  < 
ing  Ihnd  of  our  convention  to 


Ioont  know  when  or  where  the  group 
hug  came  into  vogue,  but  it  teems  Uke 
you  tee  it  when  groups  grt  together 

or  maybe  on  the  television.  Thm  are 
ninny  group  hum  that  take  place.  There 
are  weird  group  bugs  that  prebi^  take 
place.  A  group  hug  IS  when  more  ftan 
two  peo^e  meet  up  and  thqr  embrai'e, 
maibe  iiBt  puttiiw  their  arms  around 
ead)  other’s  shouldeis.  It  could  be  fivo 
or  ten  people.  Let's  have  a  group  hug 

befbrewestaitorbeforewegoorii^t- 

ever.  I  started  studying  the  group  lu« 

and  diacoveted  in  tile  GuinnetsB^  of 
World  Records  that  the  hugest  group 
m«invo^  neople.  ft  fiirae^ 
m  Ontario,  CanaOL  fdon't  know 
brou^  it  on.  but  that’s  a  bunch  of  folks 
to  be  involved  in  a  hugging. 

Kecently  I  receivedtaS,  emails,  and 
voice  mails  from  my  fel^  state  Baptist 
convention  executive.diiectm  to  t^om 
Misaasippi  Baptists  sent  some  dsaster 
relief  money  for  the  devasbUion  they 
recently  experienced  in  their  states  with 
Hurricanes  Florence  and  MicfaaeL  Their 
state  Baptist  ooaventioaa  were  bying 
to  help  miHkm  of  pec^  Every  one  of 
uK  (YwniminiMtioD8  firan  dtowaBocu- 
tive  diiecton  WM  a  meange  of  tiianks 
and  appredation  for  the  ^  they  had 
''“wjdfrop  Mia^aippiitgidats  to  hdp 
with  their  dinaters. 

TheK  rtomit  that  fait  the  Southead  in 
2018  were  huge  and  deatnxtive,  for  Mie. 
Evw  otto  of  &  atataa  we  iMve  Uped 
andarehelpliigeipetiaioeddealniction 
of  dnnefaes  and  haoMs  and  budnesaes. 
TheM  leaders  of  Baptist  coriventiona  in 
tefowatotes  we  helped  wanted  to  say  a 
hugethaikyoutoanoflfiaihaippi  BaV 
tiMforwhattfaeyaaidwereourthoogm- 
nuM  and  generoahy  in  hdpiiw  diem. 

One  of  the  diiecton  caBea  last  wedi 
duiingaaeasiaaaforuMiHMBippiBap- 
M  Convention  annual  meeting.  At  the 
tme  my  phon^  while  on  sflent,  began 
vtoniang.Irealiaedsmid)o4ywaaur- 
9“*  ^  *“'<***'*•>  “*»  hut 
I  didn’t  look  at  the  number  and  I  drat 

M  a  name.  I  took  my  pbosie  and 
the  answer’ button  and  let  whoever  u 


JiH  Fatral,  exacetivt  director-ireasarer 
Baptist  Canvaaiioa  Beard 


Group  Hug 


and  want  to  hdp  OB.  They  have  sent  &r 
more  to  us  than  die  amount  we  Kot  the 
other  day  to  hdp  these  other  states. 

Wehmrebeentheredmentsoften- 
tunMofdisastertdief  dollars.  Today  we 
,  have  been  the  redident  of  the  reecho 
out  mth  a  group  hug  to  spy  thank  you, 
thank  y^  drank  you,  I’m  so  gratefolfor 
5  you.Foilowii^tbedevastationofHurri- 
cane  Katrina  m  2005  that  was  so  damag¬ 
ing  to  our  state  as  wdl  H  to  LouUana 
and  Alabama,  people  literally  around  the 
worid  got  involved  in  aendiiK  love  and 
M^port  to  ua.  IhiDugh  die  idief 

m  the  folks  aciDH  our  coast,  it  came 

tion.  It  exceeM  over  doflars 

that  WM  given  80  that  our  folks  could 

strive  to  Se  restored. 

We  knew  the  love  and  warmth  of 
people  caring  about  us  and  about  our 

date  Kw,  matiy  years  later,  we  are 

involved  to  spy  we  care  arid  we  join 

jpwitfa  hundreds  of  AoqMmds  Id  onf 
poiq>  hu&  Our  folks  are  not  only  send¬ 
ing  iDOi^^  have  been  involved  in 

nie  total  dnaater  re^ranae  in  aeodiiK 
mast  feeding  units  rad  chaineaw  teams 
tfasthavepaitidp«tedfromtheb(Kin- 
ning.  Some  in  North  CHolfaia,  somg^ 
Oeo^ia,  and  soma  were  sent  to  Florida, 
i^a  giM  thing  to  Iwve  the  pcivOege 
see^  Uira  efangsd  and  bltHed^ 
hope  ghen  becaiHe  of  the  care  of  people 
w«  may  never  hove  seen.  UMdi  yon/ 
Misriai^ptBaiitidi.  from  the  to^ 
pur  state  criaaiTnaaada  the  way  to  the 

jmserparttin^you  for  bataggiadoui 

in  ghdng.  Thank  you  for  ghriiH  ua  die 
pnwttunity  to  touch  duM  lives  that  Ihvc 
bM  fatokaa  and  bewBdend  to  heb  them 
know  dm  ate  people  vdio  careTlhafs 
and  I  thank  you.  We  win  Rteh  out 
uQ^ood  windows  and  waDi  and  have  a 
p<^amtioiisilhngtoakrlfr«»gBdeifol 
to  knw  diere  ore  people  who  care  about 
jnu  who  may  not  even  knowyou.  When 

**  o***  to  iflteeto  ts,  we  ore  In  It  —  not 
alone  but  tagetfaH. 

Themd^  eon  he  oanMeaed  at  dfrac- 
ftoss#Hfr.luav. 


First  Person:  Why  must  we  endure  natural  disasters? 

By  Scott  Paca  rTrstirm  rmana  anH  ■lit—  ■"  _ 


By  Scott  Paca 
Corraapondant 

As  we  witness  the  impact  of 
recent  natural 
disasters  on  mil- 
lioasofBves,  we 
are  confronted 
with  the  question 
of  why  natural 
disasters  occur.  If 
God  loves  us  and 
has  promised  to 
pretect  us,  what 

cxplanationcanbegivenform- 
ture’s  destructive  farces  and  how 
should  we  view  them? 

UNatunJcUxsters  resub 
from  man’s  original  •an.  TTimiigti 

the  sin  of  Adam  when  he  rgected 
God’s  plan  far  hk  hie,  we  know 
that  sin  entered  the  world  and 
condemns  an  mankind  of  sin’s 
guilt  (Rom.  5;i2X  As  God  gme 
Adam  rule  over  His  aeatfan 
(Gen.  1:28-30),  ’creation  wm 


creation  groans  rad  sufiers 
(Rom.  8:22X  Just  M  we  atiD 
juggle  against  the  sin  nature 
that  remams,  creation 
agai^  ain’a  cornqitive  efiects, 
looking  to  Christ’s  eatablkb- 
meia  at  a  ’new  heawen  and  a 
new  earth’ (Rev.  21:1-6;  2  Peter 
^10,13).  Until  then,  natural 
muteets  can  be  an  expected  part 
at  ote. 

■  Afotum/ disasters  reflect 
God's  judgment  of  sin.VatokMb- 
out  the  Scriptures,  God  uaed^ 
mvetetgnlv  over  His  creation 
to  enact  Hbiudgment  of  sirL 
The  flood  rCra  6-8),  Sodom 
’s  deatruction  (Gen.  19X  the 
pUguH  of  Egym  (Ex.  7-u)  and 
mw  other  actbtiiral  accounts 
mdicate  God’s  power  over  His 
creation  to  judoe  sin. 

In  the  Goa^accounts,  we 
see  Chriat’s  power  over  the 
winds  and  sea’ (Matt  8:27)  and 
other  aspects  of  nature  (Molt 

AM  «.y»  L... _ 1 


(Gen.  1:28-30),  ‘creation  wm  iTarLabW  mn 

sub^e^  to  ftaility’  Qt^  8ao)  Go^  continued  ability  to  rekn 

over  His  creotioiCevSiSoiS^ 
He  hm  given  control  to  man. 


BAfaturofdiaastBi  remold  us 
if  Ovists  return.  Before  Ont 
<SeiLwHre«inectBd,aDdH- 
oraded  into  heaven.  He  promiaed 
Hia  leium  (John  14:1-3),  but  M 
He  told  Hia  disciples  raout  the 
end  times  He  spoke  of  tfaiira 
tint  would  sjpmyHfaiYanttip 
Along  with  frlie  prophets,  wars, 
plagues,  famines,  and  earth- 
qudra  (Luke  21:8-11),  which 
are  prevalent  in  om  world  today, 
Jemsjromiaed  tenon  and  great 
signs  from  heaven’ (v.  u). 

,  The  oocurrenoe  of  natural 
disiftus  leminds  us  of  the  im- 

minenoe  of  His  return,  our  need 

to  prepared  (Matt.  25i44)> 

and  the  eagerness  with  iriuch  we 
are  to  wait  (2  Thn.  4:8). 

How  to  respond  to 
iHNuraldisaston 

q(5fec*Bd.  The 

bagerfaroflivas  kat  rad  honiM 
deMrojad  should  (hive  us  to  our 
knen  m  mar  for  sD  of  those 

pray  for  God  to  UK  the  trmic 
amumalraoes  to  aocampSh 


nnm  pray  for  God’s  comfort 
■00  pmee  to  embrace  the  hearts 
and  fives  of  tile  many  famlEea, 
Itotnes,  churches,  and  infividuak 
during  this 
omicult  time  (niiBppiam  4.-6-7). 

■  Ftettion  pour  ^  on  God’s 
iVovid.  Jesus  promised  that 
‘heaven  and  earth  wiD  pass 
away,  but  My  words  wifi^ 
im  away’ (W  2435;.  As 

the  temporal  value  of  ton  life 

and  eartii  is  teen  through  the 
<toaOuctioa  of  a  naturafdsaster 
we  must  continue  to  establisb  ’ 
our  lives  on  that  which  lives  and 
eo^w  forever,  the  Wosd  of  the 

lord  (1  Peter  1:23-^. 

As  Jemit  taught, ’Thetefoie, 
evenm  who  bean  these  wonfa 
w  Mme  And  sds  on  tbm,  may 

2“  ^  jtoUH  on  the  rock.  And 
the  fan,  and  the  floodh  came, 

and  the  winda  blew  and  viJnnS 

Ovists  return. 
oeing  prepared  for  Christ’s  re¬ 


turn  involvH  asauranoe  of  faith 
in  Christ  and  liv^  a  life  that  k 
pleatingto  Him ‘ao  that  when 
™  •PPeara,  v«  nay  have  confi¬ 
dence  and  net  shrink  away  fran 
Him  in  thame  at  Hk  oonuaR*  (1 
John  2:28). 

.  ■•Ftopo^pale  our /iiitt.  In 
h^  of  Chrat’s  imminent  return. 
w*e  should  recognise  the  oondi- 
tfan  of  the  lost  souk  around  us 
and  acron  the  world,  resulting 
in  shaiita  our  faith  with  lugencv 
Watt.  2fo  18-20).  ^  also  wife ' 
pinaical  nesos  around  us  in 
the  wake  of  a  natural  dkaster. 
ite  must  be  faithful  to  share  the 
love  rad  compassion  of  Christ 
as  we  minister  to  people  in  Hk 
nanie.Thaiitvolvesuiidcntaod- 
ing^  tfaeae  dkasten  lead  to 
an  mortunity  for  vote  teati- 
morr  r(U*e  21: 13)  and  vre  must 
mute  die  *nioet  of  eadi  opportu- 
nil/^CQL4t5). 

_  Aloe  hoUs  the  Johnny  Hwtt 
OubrcffUbbcdiPreadtmtjat 
SoibbKistem  Seminary  in  Wake 
f’Jteest.N.C^ani  k  assoektte 
itveaorqfttie  seminary’s  iPas- 
taes  Center. 
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ATWK  HGPAT  TW  AE  ATEVGH,  DWGXT 
TPATWD  ATQ  LPKNWD,  GKI  ZWTESI  VQ 
TGKIH;  GKI  DWGXT  TPATWD  ATQ  TGKI, 
GKI  ATDYHA  PA  PKAE  VQ  HPIW:  GKI  ZW 


KEA  LGPATSWHH,  ZYA  ZWSPWFPKN. 


UETK  ACWKAQ:  ACWKAQ-HWFWK 
Clue:  ¥•=  U 

Havefitn  with  cryptography  and  exardat  your  B&k  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  Jama  VenionBSbkotraahaa  hem  encoded  by 
letter  tubethution.  The  tame  letter  it  subetituted  throughout 
the  puttie.  Sohe  by  trial  and  error.  Amwer  to  last  weak:  t 
puade:  Romans  8;t 

Sy  CturlM  r>ni.  I  *31-2004.  •  100$ 


Billy  Graham  film  follows 
his  'extraordinary  journey' 


Submission  Guidolin^^^- 

The  BapliM  Rocord  ■  ptoaaad  to  puMish  news  and 
photoarop^t  «<  tpectal  atfante  that  taka  fiUca  in  coopaqfbno 
churahaa  at  the  k4ini*iip|ii  BaptiM  Convantioa  News  items 
and/or  photographs  dapieiing  banahts  artd  activitias  for  aacuiar 
or  outside  organizations  wiH  not  bs  pubNahad 

Prafanad  method:  na«vs  may  ba  submitted  atactronicaOy 
to  the  a-mail  addraas  batow.  and  must  ba  includad  in  the 
massage  sagmerw  o(  an  email  form.  Saeoftdary  method:  nouvs 
may  ba  typaiwrittan  or  needy  piinlad  on  8  1/2  by  tlmch  pe 
par  and  mailed.  Al  articles  must  ba  racaivsd  in  writing:  no  »r- 
bcisa  w*  ba  aocaptad  owar  the  tsiaphone.  Due  to  avarpraaara 
virus  thraata.  no  taM  rrttachmatita  wHI  ba  accepted.  Photograph 
attachmares  in  JPEG  format  ar*  psrmisatbts. 

Pleats  make  artidea  condsa.  foctuda  the  vi^.  what.  whan, 
whara  details  of  tha  story,  alortg  with  a  cordact  paraon'a 
addrasa  and  talaphona  number. 

Photographs  must  ba  tubmittad  elactionicaly  via  email,  at 
attachments  in  JPEG  formal  Hard  copy  photographs  maBad 
through  tha  postal  aarvloa  wW  not  be  acoaptad.  Photographa 
must  ba  dear,  sharp,  arxi  wslighted.  Photographs  mual  dapkn 
paopia.  No  landtoape.  budding-  ai  obisetordy  phratographa  wM 
ba  prirkad.  Photograptu  ooraaining  nappropriala  gaaturas  and 
obfacliorMfola  clolhing  wd  not  ba  pufaishad.  Cal  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  rssoiulion  kama  that  do  not  teoio.''uca  muI 
on  nawspmt  are  ganaraly  not  pubtahabla 

Thera  it  no  guarantaa  diet  nawa  items  and/or  photographs 
wil  bo  pubkahad.  and  unaokeitad  material  wd  not  ba 
acknowladgad  or  raturrrad.  AN  news  itsms  are  stliiart  to 
erMng.  and  aH  photographa  are  subiact  to  cropping.  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  ba  pubkahad  one  tima  only 
OsarMna  for  submitting  news  is  one  wuak  prior  to  raquastad 
pubkestion  data.  Articlas  that  art  not  datatanakiva  wd  bo 
pubNahad  on  a  tpana  ausN<i>a  basis.  Thaos  guktaknas  an 
not  meant  to  ba  axhautlivs. 

Subma  nows  to  The  Baptist  Raoord.  P.O.  Boa  630.  Jackson. 
MS  382060630  FAX.  (601)  '33-3330.  Emal;  bvtialrocord* 
mb<d>.oig. 


.  CHARLOTTE,  N.a  (BP  and  ie- 
cal  raperts)-'niekteBiOy  Gra¬ 
ham's  minkby  scanned  nearly 
So  years  is  duomded  in  a  new 
doannentary  entitled,  BOly  (Jra- 
ham:  An  Eatraordinaiy  Journey, 
avtdafak  now  on  DVD  and  digi¬ 
ts  >  HD.  Hie  letease  date  of  Nov. 
6  was  a  day  before  the  tooth 
bfathday  of  the  beloved  Sotttb- 
‘  em  Baptist  evangelist  mdio  died 
i  inFefaiWy. 

His  son  Franklin,  who  fol¬ 
lows  in  Ms  father’s  footstnis  as 
.  CEO  of  the  Billy  Graham  Bvan- 
gelietic  Aaaodaoon  (BGEA),  said 
the  film  trils  his  father’s  story  as 
never  before. 

TouH  see  tiiingt  that  you 
:  havenT  seen  before.  We  go  hack 
:  to  the  archives,*  the  son  Mid  in  a 
'  BGEA  press  rdease.  *WeVe  dug 
;  deep  to  puD  this  material  togedi- 
I  er  whim  gives  God  the  ^ory  but 
!  shows  Mw  God  used  one  man.' 
t  Fhfl  Boatwright,  a  ^n  crhic 
f  who  writes  rmlar  pasta  for 
'  Baptist  PreM  ObP)  sm  is  fte- 
■  auendy  published  in  The  Bap¬ 
tist  RMOtd,  praised  the  film. 
'For  me  what  truly  stands  out  in 
this  documentary  is  B^  Gra¬ 
ham’s  love  for  the  lost,  Boot- 
wr^  told  BP. 

^Wbafa  more,  his  exanqile 
can  upUB  our  own  daiM  walk  or 
minMiy.  A  viewing  at  the  p^ 
ductioo  reminds  us  of  what  God 
can  do  witii  a  Ufe  completriy  sur¬ 
rendered  to  Him.’ 

Among  details  chronicled  in 
the  72-iiuaute  film  is  BQ^  (Gra¬ 
ham's  staunch  support  of  civil 
ri^as  and  the  harassment  he 


ed  for  sui^iortinB  ktartin  who  personally 
r  Kim  Jr.,  a^xxirmng  to  a  million  pei^ 
imBdEAieieaeed.  of  nxne  thun 


suSeied  for 
Luther  Kim 
film  dip  B(H 


for  Us  refusal  to  partk^iate  in 
crusades  where  attendees  were 
segregated  by  race. 

^Tnere  is  rw  exoae  ever  for 
hatred,’  Graham  says  in  the  dip 
on  the  day  of  Kings  aaaaasina- 
tiaiL  Tbm  is  no  excuse  ever 
for  Mptry  and  intolerance  and 
otejumce.  We  are  to  love  as  God 
lovwus.’ 

The  film  quotes  Graham  as 
saying  years  after  lOngs  death, 
*Now  today,  it’s  ahnoot  iinp^ 
sible  for  the  present  generation 
to  nnderstana  what  mngs  were 
in  those  days,  and  what  it  took  to 
[support  env  rights],  bow  many 
threatening  lettm  we  got,  aird 
how  maiiy  threats  against  my 
fiunily  as  a  resuk  of  the  stand 
that  we  took  at  that  time.’ 

The  power  of  tiie  Holy  Spirit 
remained  a  mystery  to  Graham, 


who  personally  preached  to  215 
million  people  over  tiie  course 
of  nxne  than  400  crusades, 
FtankHn  Graham  said.  There’s 
Holy  Spirit-filled  power  in  the 
Goitod,  and  my  father  preached 
tlw  GospeL 

’Now,  nw  fother  would  tell 

rn,  1  don't  understarrd  bow 
wtxkL  but  I  know  it  works,’ 
and  God  uses  the  fod  that  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  is  God’s  Son,  that  He 
came  to  this  etotii  to  take  our 
sins,  that  He  died  on  a  cross. 

’He  shed  I’-xid  '  -  our 
sinB.  He  was  buneu  <jr  our 
sins,  and  God  raised  Him  to  life. 
Iheie’s  HoM  ffoiiit-filled  power 
right  there  m  that  message,  aixl 
tint’s  what  my  fother  prmdied, 
and  God  used  that  in  a  mighty 
way  to  bring  many  people  to 
fiutii  in  His  Son,  Jesus  Chm.’ 


FUm.com. 


WWI  veterans  memorial  cross 
gets  U.S.  Supreme  Court  lifeline 


BLAOENSBURG,  Md.  (BP  and 
focal  raports)  -  The  UA  Su¬ 
preme  (Gourt  has  agreed  to  hear 
the  case  of  a  93-year-ald  World 
War  I  veterans  memorial  in 
BladenriwnL  Md.,  previously 
ordered  tumantied  because 
it’s  a  symbol  of  Christianity  and 
thus  is  unconstitutional. 

Erected  in  1925  with  private 
ftmds  firsn  The  American  Legiaa 
and  mothers  of  dain  soldfors,  the 
Bhdensburg  WWI  Veterans  Me¬ 
morial  know  m  the  Peace  Ctoos 
stood  unchdenged  for  90  years, 
untfl  the  American  Huinaniat  As- 
sodstinn  (AHA)  sued  in  2014. 

The  eroH  is  40  feet  in  height 
and  composed  of  tan  concrete 
with  ripn^  pink  granite  aggre¬ 
gate,  located  St  a  busy  three  way 
mteraectfoo.  The  memorial  was 
hated  on  the  National  Rqfeter  of 
Historic  Hacet  in  2015. 

Hrat  Lfoerty  IiMtitute  in  Hano 
Tens,  and  fotematimial  law  firm 
Jones  Day  -  the  largest  legal  prac- 


Bladensburg  Peace  Cross 

tin  in  the  UA  —  tepteseiaing' 
The  American  Legion,  are  ashing 
the  Mgb  ooiat  to  overturn  an  ap¬ 
peals  court  ndng  that  the  cross 
violates  the  RstshgshmmtCha^ 
of  the  U  A  Oonstitution  because  it 
is  maintained  with  public  funds. 


'For  nearly  100  years  the 
memorial  has  stood  to  honor 
these  49  sons  of  Prirxse  George's 
Qni^  who  made  the  ultimate 
sacrifice  for  their  country,’ Jones 
D^  attorney  ai>d  lead  counsel 
Midiad  Orm  said  in  a  Nov.  2 
mcH  release,  vtiien  the  Skipreme 
Court  armounced  it  wOf  hev 
the  case.  The  Supreme  Court 
should  not  allow  their  memory 
to  be  buDdomd.' 

The  court’s  ruling  wiH  affect 
thousands  of  similar  memoi^ 
nationally.  First  LiberW  said.  'If 
this  monument  is  buBdoaed  to 
the  ground,’  First  Uberty  Presi¬ 
dent  and  CEO  Kelly  Shadcelfotd 
said.  It’s  only  a  matter  of  time 
befate  the  wrecking  bah  turns 
on  Athngtoo  National  Cemeten 
and  the  mrs  wands  of  memoriab 
like  this  ox  across  the  country.’ 


Editor's  note:  B 
photo  is  courtesy  of. 
Institute. 


t  Prea 
Liberty 
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Just  for  the  Record 


EtCATAII»PA.  oonducMd  «<•  Ml  mMlino  of  MbrnM**  Mtekmary 
Umon  on  Oct.  19.  Yord  docomtioni  wmrn  modo. 


rU*  «^i!??****T  ®**'^**®**'  ■BUCe,  hold  deacon  ordination 
9°*-  ^  Tray  <■"0^  (aacond  from  left).  Picturad  with  Logan  are 
(from  Ml)  paMr  Oavid  Haggerty,  fathar  Barry  Logan,  molhar  Paiga 
LAiywi.  wiQ  Dromer  joyice  ~ 


?*^*****?  CHURCH.  LAURtL.  miasion  groupa  Miaaion  Frionda.  RAa.  and  GAa 

***•  Comanhon.  Sh  mam- 

*“•**<=*'*«*  P*Wouod  to  help  the  chi^ 
Mieaiona  leadara  are  MarahaU  and  Karan  FitzgaMdmdtobbia  Bridges 


®**'***^'  •LtDOe.  honored  pastor  Roy  Hartz- 

aa  and  wNa  Oaaa  upon  lhair  lotaamanl  after  24  yaara  of  aarvioa 
to  the  church.  Thay  ware  praaantad  with  gifts  from  the  church. 


rvMvwunrn  rwi«T  CNUHCH  calstiratad 
paMar  appraolation  day  Oct.  7  by  locognUng 

thak  naw  pa«or  Tylar  Chavis,  along  wflh  wNa 

Brittoiar  snd  ohildian  Jasa  and  Jaaaa. 


TUam  CROSSMQ  CHUIICH.  lAURB.. 
™  JJ***  P“*“  Eddie  Brysaa  and  wMa  Mary  Any 
fordOyaars  tA  nriniMi  n.  A  aarvica  of  oalabritlon. 

<M>rah«.andpaiaaMlboginal  fOamonNav.  « 


CHORCH,  BOOUE  CHfTTO,  racandy  calabratad 

Sartior  Adult  Day  with  apacM  praachirtg  by  Huey  Moak,  faiowad 

by  a  faMowJiip  meal. 


thair  leadara.  Staphan  Slump,  paaior  »™aarons  profacia.  Picturad  ara  parliapanta  ar 
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Staff  Changes 


MANTEE  CHURCH.  MIANTEE,  hM  cHtod 
ZmH  SanfMd  m  pMtor.  H«  i«  pictuMd  wrth 
Aimm  and  aont  laaac  and  Oraa.  Ha  moat 
raoandv  aarvad  aa  aaaociata  paaaor  and  yoidh 
mMalar  at  Jramanual  Cftiirch.  Vtckabutfl. 


FEIST  CHURCH,  POLKVILLE,  racantty 
calad  WW  McNaaaa  aa  paalor.  Ha  is  picturad 
vyMi  vyNa  Kada  and  son  Nats. 


First  Baptist 
Winona 


FIRST  CHURCH.  DURANT,  haU  daacon  oidination  aatvico 
Oct.  21  for  Jolm  Brotam  (oantar).  Fiduiad  yylth  Bnaan  ara  wila 
Nancy  aitd  pastor  lyn  Madona  (Wt). 

^  Revivals  &  Anniversaries 


-Osiyto  God  IR  Iks  HUlMiir 


^Mt  HomSChurelvIMMW' 
Im:  170th  anpaw—y  caMara- 
tioiia,  Nor.  18.  Wanidp  scrdoe 
U  ajo,  fclomcd  by  poduch 
hwrh. 

^  Falndatat  Church,  IuNmiO' 
la:  14581  HomeoanbiR  Wwr.  >8. 
Wonfeip  aeryte,  logo  ajn.  ttn 
Ibgfcr,  apeahcr.  Linch  viB 
'  lowtfaeseryloe.  ^ 

^  Hetosahaa  Church. ‘Mada: 
Ijfciuinaniai,  Niar.  u.  Wor- 
ihjparrrtnc.uaJL  Pastor  bffle 
Staan.  anriter.  Oowerad  dhh 


wflfolotr  die  sendee. 

^  Shloh  Churah.  Hutte  le- 
vival,  Noy.  u-M-  Food  and  U' 
VnNWp  caaqr  nhte  at  sgo  pjn. 
ReyM  aerdce  bcgiDa  at  6go 
pjB.  ey«Y  eld*,  btaaety  Pto- 

yided.  WB  LM^pboa,  apedar. 

KeyfoBroMn,  pastor. 

^  Jarisho  Church,  Quntoyyn: 

HoeaseenfciA  No*'-  1^  On- 
Se^dscorSor  and  bonottat 
of  yatecaos.  Wonh^  satyio^ 
10  ajn.  yyhh  Pbad  Hotromh 
le«fe«  faOoyyed  by  felonahip 


paiiarauwos  audar  Sie  dhacSaa  af 
nc  Music  Mtalster.  easy  Aadla. 

PrMay.  Noyuaahcr  SO.  2018  •  7:00  RM. 
Saudv.  Dccambar  2. 1018  •  fcOO  pja. 

A  dedysM  yy«M— m  caarp  hr  Uchm. 
Tkdaci  aaway  aaauaa.  CtaactnChruchih. 


PM  Baptist  Church 
P.O.  Box  400  (umWbc) 

309  Sawuatt  fcuut 
WIIHMM.MS  31967 
662-283-4682 

Saitlor  Pastor— Bra.  lay  Aadaraoa 
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COME  Td  ttktMHW -Pti- 

tor  Frank  PorMkroy  (right}  artd 
bivocationai  worship  laadar 

Kris  Workman  bagin  tha  Nov.  4  _ ^ _ 

morning  worship  sarvica  at  First  btokefcr those 
Church.  Sutharland  Springs. 

Taxas.  Workman  was  paralyzad 
from  the  vwist  down  during  tha 
Nov.  6.  20t7.  mass  shocking  at 
tha  church.  (BP  photo) 


the  enemy  take  any  pound.' He 
consisteiitly  insigted  that  Satan 
not  have  tne  victory  from  that 
dark  day. 

One  year  after  the  mass 
shooting  the  congregpion  met 
for  wor^p  and  a  special  aervi-e 
to  commonotate  those  who  died 
and  to  celebrate  w^t  God  has 
done  since. 

"When  you  keep  iookine  at 
ethers  aixl  not  yourself,  you  fo¬ 
cus  on  serving  others  and  not 
what  you  are  going  through,* 
Pomeroy  said. 

That  approach  has  allowed 
the  churen  to  balance  remem¬ 
bering  and  honoring  those  who 
died  while  at  the  same  time 
moving  forward.  There’s  no 
reason  to  stay  anchored  in  tte 
past  because  the  Lord  is  alive,’ 
Pomerov  said.  'As  a  whole,  we 
are  healtlw  and  doing  weU.  Tve 
never  walked  into  a  diurch  and 
felt  the  spirit  so  stroi^' 

Hundreds  crowdeothe  church 
property  on  Nov.  ^  as  the  church 
gathered  far  special  services  to 
remember  the  26  who  died  and 
to  remind  survivors  and  attend¬ 
ees  that  evfl  did  not  win  that 
day.  Texas  Gov.  Greg  Abbott  (R) 
was  among  those  who  addreaaed 
the  ooup.  The  horrific  shoot¬ 
ing  that  took  phoe  here  couldVe 


shooting. 

*When  I  first  heard  about  dte 
myheart 
Pomeroy 

_ _ ^ _ e  because 

I  know  far  the  next  year  they  arc 


Truthers.’  They  ate  going  to  have 
to  deal  with  these  peopfe  teOing 
tiiem  it  newer  teaDy  happened. 

T  wish  I  could  go  up  there  and 


▲  REMEMBERING -Church 
mambsrs.  fanraty.  and  fnatwlt 
gather  Nov.  4  at  First  Church. 
Sutherisrvl  Springs,  laoias.  for  a 
special  service  in  tha  afternoon 
commemorating  the  one  year 
anniversary  of  mess  shooting  at 
the  church  that  took  the  kvas  of 
26  members  and  left  20  injured. 
(BP  photo) 

P  NEW  FAaiJTIES  -  Con¬ 
struction  on  a  new  worship 
canter  and  education  buMing  ia 
underway  at  First  Church.  Suther¬ 
land  Springs.  Taxas.  with  comple- 
txm  expected  m  Spring  2019.  Tha 
church  was  tha  scene  of  a  mass 
shoctmg  on  Nov.  5.  2017.  that 
claimad  26  lives  (BP  photo) 

erty  far  a  more  intimate  time  of 
ptgyn  and  reflectiaiL  Part  of  tiw 
thite  win  be  spent  in  the  oongre- 
gatioo's  new  buikfinto  whim  is 


tongreptian’s  prog- 
yy  mid.  “We  are  so 
and  tfaankfid  for 
donatiotia,  tite  new 
ding.  Wotds'  cant 
gn&fiil  we  are  and 
has  hdped  us  in  the 


chura  buui 
oqiress  how 
hew  much  k 


At  ks  annual  fidl  ftelivai  a  few 
dgys  aga,  a  fiunily  that  just  recent¬ 
ly  staM  atteni^  the  church 
told  Pomeroy  their  son  was  ready 
to  be  baptiaoL  The  young  m»n 


lanent  worship  center  and  moat  impextant  iwwnpie  of  Iww 
ntianbuOdtaglsprogreHiiig  God  is  bttog^joyfiom  the  ashes 
an  antidpated  opening  in  oftngedy. 
igaoig.  Tbm  are  other,  anaHer  re- 

current  oonmakfan  la  mindenasweHTheteiafenciiv 
ly  dUfcreut  mix,*  rotnenw  im  around  tike  church  oonstnic- 
’Some  itiO  atruggle  wkn  boo  site,*  Ponoeroy  shared, 
people  terppina  up  and  do-  'AlreKly,  there  are  butter- 
mbi^  Some  have  bouble  ctvs  gto«^  along  that  fenc- 
tfae  crowd.  Sotne  want  a  qid-  ii^  ItlsJiMt  one  more  reminder 
[tie  church  again  and  tiiafs  to  me  that  (3od  can  overtake  ev- 
vhere  we  are  anymore.*  rrythlng* 


you  came  to-  still  beii«oofwtrocted 
to  the  Lotd  far  *We  wlD  Hglk  candfes,*  Pome- 
landhealing.*  toyaaid,*andMKhpenanwiDbe 
K  exact  anni-  giveii  a  Sfaaipie  th^  can  um  to 
ootbi^  church  write  a  bleasmg  on  a  wall  or  the 
ing  surviven  name  of  a  kww  one  who  dfed. 
tboKwfaodfed  Those  names  and  wards  wB  be  a 
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coot,  from  p.  1 

Pakistan’s  histoiy  to  be  execut¬ 
ed  for  the  dime  of  blaqrfiemy* 

More  than  ^  peiq>le  con¬ 
victed  of  blasphemy  are  cur- 
rendjr  on  death  row  or  serving 
life  sentences  in  Pakikan,  the 
ACIJ  has  said.  Hundreds  are 
serving  or  have  served  prison 
tenns  ranging  from  three  years 
to  10  years. 

mnhemy  laws  etiminal- 
ize  fundamental  twmmn  rights 
including  foeedcHn  of  nwecfa 
and  religioo,  ABiance  Defend- 
Int“n«tional 

’ttasphemy  laws  dhecdy 
violate  Iniernatioiial  law.  AD 
people  have  the  ri^  to  freely 
choose,  and  live  out,  dieir  frith,' 
said  Kelsey  Zorzi,  ADF  diiector 
^  advocacy  for  global  religious 
freedom.  *We  UKsefoR  urae 


'Biasphemy  laws 
directly  violate 
international  law.  Ail 
people  have  the  right  to 
freely  choose,  and  live 
out,  their  faith.' 

Kelaay  Z«>rzi 

ADF  director  of 
sdvococy  for  global 
religious  freadom 


aD  govenunents  to  imhold  tfrs 
ngbt  by  erasing  eraxoement 
and  initiaring  repeal  of  tbeir 
btanbentylaws.* 
«i>oei986whenPald8tanie- 
fonned  ita  bhapbemy  laws  to  be 
mote  severe,  at  leaet  150  Chns- 

thma,  564  Mudims,  459  Ahma- 
^  and  21  Hindus  new  been 
jdfed  on  bhapheaiy  cfanges, 
aoooRfing  to  0|^  Doors. 


MEETING 

COM.  from  p.  1  -• 

Baptist  Foundation  to  accept 
and  manage  accounts  from  en¬ 
tities  outside  the  MBC  that  are 
not  in  conflict  with  the  Foun¬ 
dation.  MBC,  or  Southern 
^ptist  Convention.  The  mo¬ 
tion  will  he  voted  on  by  mes¬ 
sengers  to  the  MBC  atuual 
meeting  in  2019. 

Messengers  also  approved 
mthout  (fita^  the  Report 
of  the  CoBuoittce  on  Nomi- 
nations,  which  contained 
nominees  to  serve  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Conventkm 
Board  (If  BCB)  and  other  enti¬ 
ties  of  the  kfississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Robert  Jefifress,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  DaUas 
presented  the  Bible  Treasures 
series  of  devotions. 

Ihe  President’s  Address 
on  Tuesday  morning  was  pte- 
•ented  by  Vlncent/The  Con¬ 
vention  Sermon  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  was  preached  by 
Ronnie  Fahrey,  settior  pas¬ 
tor  of  nrst  Church,  Madison 


wa^resented  ^rJunF^S, 

MBCT  eMcntiw  director-  ^  worship  pastor  at  First  ■  Main  Street  Ouudi.  Hat- 
freaanrer.  The  final  mrasage  Church,  Madison;  and  the  tiesbtmLledbvJJL  Wi&v 
on  Wedr^  momkTwS  Worship  F«o^eain.  IllSilSrr  (iirS^ak 

pwri-  Chrto  partidpatina  in  Ae  Grove, fed^Di^dUe. 
jMGatew^  Seminary  in  fnnoal  meeting  indited  tibe  ■  Firm  Chuich.  FuivU  led 
•uburbiM  Uia  Angdes.  Worship  Oioir  from  Clarke  by  Allen  Sittu. 

Wor^p  trough  music  Venable  Church;  Worahip  ■  Carterville  Church  Petal 
iJr*  hi  Billy  Winiams.  Choir  from  WOUam  Carey  UnA  led  by  Kris  Smith. 

Up  pastor  at  Clarke  Ven-  veralty  in  Hattiesburg;  Missis-  ■  Providence  Church.  Hst- 

'  - -  -  .  tiedmrg  led  by  Laodon  Rooey. 

_  ■  Macedonia  Chaich,  Petal. 

'  *«ll>}LBt«ttSntheriaiid. 

>T^.^4iiaf<yLLC 

;  II  Lamar  Christian  School, 
i(nAiniegnl>aaorPn>bstKiaalAaii».Video,ALialaa«  i  W  IV  Jeasica  McMU- 

rch.  Confonnee  Room.  School  I  wnu.™ 

~i—  ■■  ■  I  ,  ■  Wuliam  Carey  Univer- 

>P->aamta..w»vKe«,aaMsibooo  j  ^  ^  Orchestra. 

_  i  Hattiedairg,  led  by  An  Arm- 

iper  Hales  PO.B(»iS7S  Ph  601-923-994/  drongsndWesOjto. 

^nuaudioUcoom  Clinlafi.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880  !  Tb*  8019  MBC  aimual 

^  meeti^  will  be  held  OcL  29- 
-  - - - -  30  at  Fust  Church,  Jadcson. 


PASTOR  FETED  -  Don  Harding  (camsr).  pastor  of  Kolola 
Spr^  Church.  CaMonia.  is  lecognizad  as  Mississippi  Baptist's 

2(«8  Bnsjcstiood  Pastor  d  tha  W  on  Oct.  31  doBTio  the  183fd 

annual  meeting  of  tne  Missisaippi  Baptist  Cori»eft^  at  First 
Church.  Jackson.  John  Pace  (right),  director  of  paator/laadafship 
davalopmant  at  the  Missitsippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  praaant- 
***■?  ^  of  Harcing's  41  years  of  bivocational  ministiY 

M  Kolola  Springs  Church.  Observing  the  award  oaramony  was 

Haithng  s  wife  of  61  years.  Jean.  (Photo  by  William  H.  parkins  JfJ 

•‘PPf  «?«*«»  Omrehmen;  mid 
mbcb  director  of  diurch  a  comblnaa  choir  conaMna 
misaic;  Roaa  Johnaon,  muaic  of:  —  ^ 

Wor^PaMoisTeam.  ■  Cilvuy  Church.  Otk 

Chrto  partidpeting  in  tibe  Grove,  led  by  Daniei  Lee. 


annnal  meeting  indided  the 
Worship  Choir  from  Clarke 


MS  POSITIONS 


Hi/f  .IV 


ll  vou 


^  »»aaaamsssm»  w^aavu  UVSU  VV  ilUSIU  VWT  U1I1-' 

worship  pador  at  Clarke  Ven-  versity  in  Hattiesburg;  Missis- 

j  MS/4  LLC 

i  Pexign  A  Integiatioti  of  Prnbssaiasl  Aadjo.  Vahm  a  I 
Clwrcii,  Coafiacucc  Rooai,  School  1 

Equipnient  sales,  service  «nd  aHlliiiori  | 


Ikoopcr  Hales 

•nfo@iTisaudioUc.ooni 


Pja  Box  IJ7S 
Clinlan.  MS  39060 


111601-923-994/ 
Fax  601-924-2880 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  w.u,  Irulh,  and  life. 

SinipK  shale  tin-  lollowinK  praver  with  (.od 
in  vouf  own  words; 
.  lord.  I  admit  dial  I  need  lou.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  lorniveness  tor  niv  sins 
^  and  Ireedom  ironi  eternal  death.  (I  re|n  nl.) 
pij  f-  I  helieve  |esus  died  anil  rose  Irom  the 
■/  firave  to  torj-ive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 

"  nw  relationship  wilh  voii. 

tl  helieve  in  jesus.i 
4.  Bv  lailh,  I  invite  lesus  (  hrist  into  mv  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  lo  live  in  a  loving;  relationship 
with  Him.  ;l  re<  ei.ve  <  hrist  as  mv  Savior  and  I  ord  1 
n,.,m  re.eoer/  h,m  u.  ,hr,n  h.-  ,.,ne  //,..  n^ht  t„  h, ,l,il,lr,  n  0/ 
I.ot/,  eien  In  //(OS,  ||/|.>  hi  lii-.r  in  In',  ii.ntw  '  Inhn  I  I J, 
make  .1  de.  ,sM.n  lor  <  host  Iml.u,  .  .,,,1.,.  I  .,  Southern  B.,pl,s|  ,  hur.  h 

for  spiritual  Kuid.ini  e. 
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KENDRA  SCOTT  «  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE 


SIPS.  SWEETS,  AND  JEWELS 

:  ■  luoiU  Vjfll  . 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  1.3TH  )  4:OOPM-7;OOPM 


NO  VILLAGE 


KO  SUITE  118  I 


20»  OF  ALL  SI^S  WILL  BE  DONATED  BACK  TO 
BAPTIST  CHrtOlim  VILLF^E.  CAN'T  MAKE 


BB|Ai^t  OormikIors 
unuM  w— Bnfl 
Oct.  30-3tatFinl 
Churdv  Jachaon. 


THE  EVENTT  ^LACt  A  PHONE  ORDER  BY 


Rav.  Millard  Moak  and 
Rav.  Kacih  Ramaga  ara 
picturad  with  Caleata 
Hickmaa  Baptist 
ChMran's  ViNaga  public 
relation*  nrtanagar 


KENDRA  SCOTT 


With  Control  •  James  3:1-12 


bones,  but  word*  can  never  hurt  me.  jw^nenf  (v.  i).  flneooe odietB 

This  fhihflMvxi  chant  is  such  a  be!  Tne  teacner’s  maturity  comes  horn  Folks,  we  all  others. 

Words  abaolutety  hurt.  Ihey  also  crush  tbu  tearhina  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Jesus  question  is  *aie  we  influencini 
the  spirit  and  destroy  self-esteem,  said,  ’But  the  Helper,  the  Holy  Spir-  good  or  for  eviir  James  eapha 
Words  oftn  hurt  more  than  physical  it,  wham  the  Father  will  setnl  in  My  bow  the  tongue  can  influence 
uyury;  and  while  bruises  heal,  words  name.  He  wiU  teach  you  aU  things...'  ers,  comparing  it  to  bits  used  to  i 
are  recorded  deep  within  our  psyche.  (Jofaniacab).  hors^  a  shi^s  rudder,  and  a  i 

As  I  listen  to  offenders  share  thw  For  mose  who  do  not  teach  the  fire.  He  reminded  his  readers  that 
stories,  I  often  hear  the  voices  of  chil-  truth,  there  are  dire  consequences,  must  carefully  express  their  thoi 
dren  who  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Peter  wrote, ‘But  false  propbeU  also  because  ofthe  potential  influence 

words  of  others  -  Mom,  Dad,  Grand-  arose  amoof  - '  ■  - 

parent.  Teacher,  Coach,  Peers.  *¥00  wfll  also  be 
are  stupid.'  *You  wiU  never  measure  folse  teacfa- 
up.’  *Yon  are  too  weak...too  bad...too  ers  among 
fat*  *Yoa  are  not  good  enough,  stroim 
enough,  or  smart  enough.  Words 
break  up  marriuges,  dest^  families. 


(Jeremiah  9:8).  I  was 


Explore  m 


_ ^  Praise 

(Jaaacs  3:7-1*! 

Finally,  James  challen^  his  read¬ 
ers  to  demonstrate  'coaly  maturity 
when  ofiering  praise.  He  encouraged 

_  them  to  be  consistent,  with  the  tongue 

the  hard  being  a  barometer.  He  reminds  us 
way.  I  was  having  problems  with  a  the  same  tongue  that  ofbus  praise  to 
person  in  security.  I  am  ashamed  to  God  should  auo  he  compUmentary  of 
say  that  1  made  some  disoaragiim  other  humaiM  wtM  are  inade  in  Gws 
comments  in  front  of  several  offend-  image.  Jesus  reminds  ns  tbw  *the 
ers.  I  soon  realised  that  I  was  iifllu-  things  that  proceed  out  of  the  mouth 
endng  them  to  think  negatively  about  come  from  Oe  hmrt,  and  those  defile 
that  pwson.  Not  good!  the  man’  (Matthew  15:18).  Believers 

According  to  Jesus,  my  tongue  was  should  view  their  speech  as  a  window 
murdering  that  person’s  reputation,  to  the  condition  of  &eir  heart 
listen  to  His  adronition.  *You  have 

heard  that  the  ancients  were  told,  Ifou  MeGrawisaNAMB-emilortedchap- 
shall  not  commit  murder’  and  ’Who-  tain  at  Louitiana  State  Panitentiaru 
ever  conunits  murder  shall  be  liable  to  and  member  of  WoodviBe  Chorea, 
the  court’  But  I  say  to  you  that  every-  WoodviBe. 


In  chapter  3,  James  provides  an  im-  esies,  even 
portant  lesson.  He  teaches  us  that  be-  denying 
lievers  should  demonstrate  godly  ma-  the  Master 
turity  by  controlling  their  speech.  Our  who  bought 

speeu  should  be  controlled  in  three  them,  bringing  swift  destruction  upon 
wm:  when  teaching  the  truth,  when  themsdve^  (a  Peter  a.-i). 
influencing  others,  and  vdien  offering  ’Teachers,  we  must  listen  to  the  Holy 

praise.  Spirit  for  truth  and  stay  for  away  from 

fiuse  teaching  because  we  are  bM  to  a 
When  Tench  ing  the  Truth  higher  standard  and  are  accountable  to 

(James  311-*)  God  for  what  we  teach. 

James  exjdained  to  his  readers  that 
teachers  carry  a  greater  responsibflity  When  Influencing  Others 
knowing  what  fliey  sav  is  followed  Vf  (Janms  StS-h) 
others.  He  reminded  nis  readers  that  While  bdevers  should  demonstrate 
teachers  need  to  be  mature  and  able  to  godfo  maturity  when  they  tmeh  the 
teach  the  truth  at  all  times.  James  also  truth,  they  should  also  do  so  whrm 
warned  that  few  should  became  teadi-  influencing  others.  Believers  must  be 


Praying  for  Others  •  Matthew  6: 1 1;  John  1 7: 1 1-23 


As  with  last  week’s  lesson,  our  text  One  of  the  greatest  tasks  we  can  do  er,  using  the  words, 
this  week  is  Matthew  6:ii,  ‘Give  us  for  otiher  people  is  pray  for  them.  It  Ephesians  4:25  teac 
this  d»  our  daily  bread,*  (KJV).  We  may  not  fM  heroic  or  ever  be  noticed  putting  away  lying,  g 
focused  last  week  on  our  daily  needs, 
and  this  week  we  will  focus  on  the 
small  word,  ‘our.’  Tliis 
reminds  us  that  we  are 
part  of  the  bot 
community  of 


pothers,  but  to  so  before  the  throne  of  truth  with  lus  ne^l^r.  for  we  are  ingofourbo<i^orsoulsinnosoii- 
God  on  behalf  ot  someone  else  is  pow-  members  one  of  another,’ (KJV).  We  tary  matter.  Galatians  5:13  adds, ‘For, 
le  word  erful.  James  5:16b  reads, ‘The  effectual  are  membm  of  each  other.  The  Christ  brethren,  ye  have  been  called  unto 
vidudly  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  avai-  in  us  and  the  Christ  in  them  mokes  liberty;  onK  use  not  liberty  for  an  oc- 
of  Christ.  We  are  a  leth  mu^  (KJV).  Even  as  we  pray  for  us  one.  casion  to  the  flesh,  but  1^  lo^  serve 

_ --  .elievers.  The  Greek  our  needs,  we  should  pray  for  the  needs  So  many  verses  speak  of  the  unity  one  another,‘  (KJIO-  Since  many  are 

word  ekklmia,  translated  into  English  of  others,  interceding  os  if  their  needs  of  the  body  of  Chnsf!*i  Corinthians  involved  in  each  salmtion  event,  let  us 

‘churdi,‘  means  ‘a  called-out  aseem-  were  our  own.  Such  prayer  is  one  way  12:25  warns,  ‘That  there  should  be  ymtk  together  to  share  the  gospd  with 
bly.’  That  is  why  our  Aasembfr  of  God  we  live  out  the  great  command  in  Mat-  no  schism  in  the  body,  but  that  the  one  antmer. 

friends  selected  their  name,  unfortu-  thew  22:30,  _  members  1  John  1:7  teaches, ‘But  if  we  walk  m 

natefo,  somewhere  along  the  line,  our  ‘Thou  shah  should  have  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have 

wordf  church*  came  to  refer  to  the  love  thy  ..  the  same  fenowship  one  with  imother,  and  the 

building  instead  of  the  body.  neighbour  care  one  bloodofJesusChristhisSoncleans- 

Jesus  not  only  Uu|^  fo  t^  I^^’s  m  _  thyself,  |„,  |  {(q  for_  onoth-  eth  us  from  all  sin,*  (KJV).  Fellowship 

“  ~  "  tKJV).  with  one  another  indudes  prayiim  for 

refer  each  other.  Hebrews  7:25  says  of  Je- 
irgive-  sus,  ‘Wherefore  he  is  able  aiao  to  save 
Colos-  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto 
3:13  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever  liveth  to 
‘For-  make  intercession  for  them,’  (KA9. 
u  one  Jesus  taught  us  in  the  Lord’s  prayer  to 


■dies  for  Life 

Rick  Henson 


pemBg^ggfdx  other,  and  He  prays  fm 
us.  As  we  ask  God  for  our  needs,  let 
us  ask  for  the  needs  of  others  around 
us^  both  fomily,  friends,  and  even  ene¬ 
mies  (Matthew  5:^)  May  our  ptayeis 
be  focused  on  others,  as  should  odr 
lives  be. 


Henson  is  a  member  of  Meadow 
Grove  Church,  Brandon. 
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Changing  opinions  crowding  orthodox  beliefs 


lloMcm,  an  inriTHiing  majority  at  yam  an*  HtComaeB  mU,  Vet  Ameri- 
AmerieanaaredeqyingJeaueliMalviiayi  cana’bm^  around  tliie  book  are  ridftfaK 
edatedandmaqya^nieHoty^jiritiaa  moretiianmostofinrlbeolo^calbdie&. 
farce  rstber  thu  a  petaonal  being. 

Tboae  are  among  tbe  findings  of  a  new 
stndy  of  American  views  on  Ouiatian 

tfaeology  from  NaafaviOe-baaed  lifeWaiy  Sfarty-two  penxnt  e:q>ect  Jesus  to 
Researai,  tfae  evangdkal  research  arm  return  and  jwge  all  people.  However, 
at  liSeVfty  Christian  Resources  at  d>e  fewer  en>ect  people  to  M  punished  in  a 
Soudiem  Baptist  Convention  tiiat  tpe-  place  caQedbdL  While  54X  of  Americans 
cialiaes  in  surveys  about  ftitfa  in  cuhw  surv^ed  agree  bdl  is  a  teal  pboe  where 
and  matters  diatafiectdiurcfaes.  oertam  people  wfll  be  puniued  forever. 

*Wben  tile  mgjority  of  Americana  be-  Ihtalypero^diBtKree. 
ttm  rdkious  boief  la  more  personal  Aoconfing  to  the  UfeWgy  Reaeatch 
opinion  man  objective  truth,  tbn  wees-  mndy,66Km  the  Aiwiricana  admit  every- 
pwt  to  see  contracBctoiy  beneis  [as  wen  one  shis  a  Uttie,  but  most  people  are  good 
as]  beliefo  that  change  over  tiin^*  said  by  nature.  TwenQ^sevenpero^  disagree 
Scott  MoConncO,  executive  director  of  and  seven  pocent  aren't  aute. 
lifeWay  Research.  IVventy-tfaree  perc^  of  Americans 

The  survey  of  3.000  Americans  was  s«y  even  the  smalM  sin  deserves  eternal 
sponaoted  Onando^Maed  Lfaooier  damnation.  Sbity-nine  percent  disagree 
Mmiftrie8.Tmed  tile  2018  State  of  Theol-  and  ei^  percent  aren't  sure.  However, 
ogy  Study,  it  is  die  third  in  a  series  of  sur-  Americans  are  more  likely  to  agree  now 
veys  fsamining  Americans’  theoiogieal  than  four  years  ago  about  the  eonae- 


bc&fs.  Previous  surveys  were  conducted  quenoesofsiii. 
in  2014  and  2016.  In  2014,  01^  iSK  at  Americans  said 

Surt^  mieatioaa  focused  on  kev  doc-  even  die  smallest  sin  deserves  eternal 
trinsl  boia  and  included  a  number  of  damnation.  In  2016, 19X  agreed, 
areas  where  Americans  ofien  cBSer  from  Americans  with  evtmgwcsd  bdiefe  are 
hiamtic  and  ottiiodax  Christian  views.  die  most  iikely  to  agree  (49X)  that  tiie 
,  smallest  sin  doKSves  eten^damnation. 

CharaetBr  of  God 

A  majority  of  Americana  (70*)  believB  SolViOOO 
there  ii  one  true  God  in  three  persons.  Ammocilyef  Americana  believe  Jesus 
EWAeeu  percent  disagree  idiile  luK  ate  istheaalyvinytoetetmdtalvatioaSbcty- 
not  sure.  Thia  has  remained  consistent  two  perc^amee  Jesus  Christ’s  death  on 
since  reseatcheta  began  addng  the  ques-  the  eroes  is  &  only  sacrifice  that  could 
tioain20i4.  remove  the  penalty  oftinfiom  their  fives. 

Sbty-nme  percent  of  Amerioma  asy  Thitn^el^petocntdhagtee. 

God  la  pasiMt  Hid  cannot  make  a  mia-  Fmy-aeven  pcrcant  of  Amerioana  aqr 
take,  whidi  la  hii^  dnm  both  the  aur-  only  dioae  who  trust  In  Jeans  ahme  as  Sav- 
veyi  in  2016  (6tp)  and  2014  (63X).  iarteoeiveGo(fsfieegiftafetenidaalva- 

Two-thirds  Dtiievc  the  biWed  ac-  tion.  Fortyduee  percent  rfiaagrer.  Thoae 
counts  of  the  pttyeical(bodilv)teBurtec-  who  identify  with  an  evange&al(88X)  or 
tion  of  Jesna  are  complete  accurate,  bfaxfc  Proteatant  (83K)  denondiiBtioo  ate 
Twenty  percent  diaagi^  14X  are  not  more  Hfcely  to  agree  than  mninfine  Protea- 
sure.  tanti(6$X)  ssiaCadioiiDt  (5SXX 

PHty-seven  percent  of  Americana  Fifty-ditee  Mrcant  believe  lighteoue- 
tsy  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  person  vdio  nem  conies  only  through  firitfa  m  Jesus 
never  sinned;  29Kdissgrse  and  15%  are  Christ  and  not  because  of  one’s  actions.  A 
not  sure.  third  daagieewfaBevfX  aren't  sure. 

A  aimilH  number  say  Jeans  is  a  created 

being.  Plfiy  seven  pero^ agree  wMi tfae  »« _ 1  ,,,#4  ■■Hu 

nstement,  “Jesus  is  die  first  and  great-  ■■‘■■'•‘I 

eat  being  created  fay  God.*  TVnntjHei|h>t  The  there  of  Americans  who  bcBevc 
petcenl  dksBee  tai  igft  ace  not  sure,  the  B^  has  authority  to  aovcm  our 
That’s  a  sfight  increase  from  2016  when  aetkms  grew  to  •  slim  mtootny  in  2018. 
SSXagreeaJesus  was  created  by  God.  Fifty-thiee  percent  agree 'the  BMe  hat 
rai^Qine  percent  aqr  the  Hofy  9|M  tfaeaudioritytotelluswiiatweniuatda.' 
is  a  force  ratner  dum  •  personal  twig  TUs  is  Uper  than  the  surveys  in  both 
IVwnty-five  percent  disagree;  16X  are  2016  (50^ and  2014  (4^)- 
notaure.  Sfaefy-two  percent  of  Americans  say 

TVwiysh  percent  aay  God  ktmoon-  the  Bible  it  the  fakhest  authority  for 
oemed  vdtb  their  day-to-tky  dedaiona;  what  they  befieve.  'niirty-eigbt  pewent 
BiH  disagree  and  13%  are  notaure.  diaagree.  Americana  from  an  evangrii- 

cal  r92)f)  or  black  Proteatant  (90X) 
Thw  RSUa  denomination  are  more  ittely  to  agree 

iw  DWIV  mainfine  Protestanta  (74K)  and 

Reteardisn  found  AmerkaiM  ace  qittt  CathoHca  (67%). 
on  thdr  views  of  die  Bible.  More  Ameri-  Americans  are  foirfy  tpUt  on  wbetber 

tgnabdievedie  BBile.iacofiqjletelyaocu'  tex  outride  traditiooal  marriage  k  a  tin. 
rate,  but  a  arowing  mnnber  say  the  BMe  Half  tay  they  beUeve  tea  outride  tradi- 
k  not  literally  true.  tional  marriage  k  a  sin,  induding  33% 

In  201B,  half  of  Ameticaiia  aay  the  Bi-  who  atroi^  agree.  Foity-ooe  percent 
Me  k  looX  accurate  in  all  that  tt  tenches,  disagree,  wringing  27%  who  strong 
up  fiom  4^  in  2016  and  43i(  in  2014.  ditwee. 

Mcanvndle.  focty-aeven  percent  of  raly-two  percent  of  Americana  tay 
Americans  agree  the  Bfide  coatains  he^  abortion  k  a  ahi.  TUrty-ei^  percent 
fill  aoooimtaafancient  myths  but  ianTm-  diaagree  while  loh  aren't  sut^ 
jrafiy  true.  Forty-three  percent  dkamve.  Americana'  views  of  bomoeexuatity 


dox  Qirktian  views.  Borfy-four  percent  larfy  attending  church.  lUrty  percent 
bdiave  tfae  Bible’a  cosidwnnaHon  of  ho-  dkagiee  wfaOe  12X  are  not  aure.  Ameri- 
mosenial  behavior  doesn't  apafy  today,  cans  with  evangsHcai  bebek  are  moR 
Portywe  percent  dkagree  and  k<6  are  likely  to  dkagee  (54%)  that  worshiping 
not  tore.  In  2016, 42K  agreed  vridle  44%  ahmeorvridiaun^isavalidalteniative 
dkagreed  and  14X  weren't  sure.  tocorooratewortmp. 

LmWay  Reaeatch  asked  Anwricaiia  Thuty-seven  peroent  of  Americans 
about  gen^  identity.  The  study  found  ssy  dwraes  must  provide  eiuertainiiw 
38X  believe  it  k  a  matter  of  choloe  worridWgtetfkaifrtliey  want  to  beef- 
while  51X  say  it  k  not  a  choice  and  u)t  fcethriMMrfiHpee.  Amerkans  im 
arenotsiire.  18-34  are  the  most  Ukdy  to  agreafadK). 

Americans  with  evangdical  heUett  are 
more  Uh^  to  disagtee  than  diose  whh- 
•****"ip  outevai«dicalbeUriB(6iXvetsiH49«). 

NWfy  ahe  to  10  Aoierleans  saS  valid  tjnircfa  attendance  has  tong  been 
ahernatiWa  to  wocahipiiH  to  a  churdi  a  measure  of  rdigioue  activity  and  de- 
wtth  other  beHevert,  ana  more  than  a  votion,’  MoConndl  said.  *TMay,  le« 
third  aay  worship  servicea  dKnild  be  en-  than  half  of 


service  attendees 
J  fc*  worship  with 
other  bettoveis  at  chura  as  uaacnlial.* 
For  mote  information  visit  Life- 
WayResesrchxoni  and  downloed  the 
report,  or  visit  TheStateofnieology.com. 


